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past and a rash assertion of freedom be, certain it is that through
them is being moulded the idea of Persia to-day and to-morrow.
Even behind and beneath all thoughtless imitation and chimerical
speculation there perhaps lies unseen the methodical working of
the hand of creative fervour the fulfilment and fruition of which
remains yet to be seen.

One prominent characteristic of modern poetry of Persia is
that there are many loan words from foreign languages, especially
French. This is not certainly to be taken as a sign of poverty of
the Persian language, for the Persian vocabulary has still an in-
exhaustible fund of words to enable the poets to adequately express
their thoughts and ideas. If it is actually found that the poets
of modern Persia have been making use of foreign words and
expressions, we may take it to be just a passing phase and not a
permanent feature. The skilled composers of Persian poetry wish
perhaps to show that their poetry is neither out of fashion nor
out of time with the literature of the Modern Western World, and
that is all. But still we cannot avoid referring to the unnecessary use
of words of European origin in Modern Persian poetry which,
instead of beautifying the language spoils its sweetness. The
present growing tendency of the Persian poets towards the use
of foreign words if not checked now, will ruin the world-wide
fame of the poetry. The Persian poets should exercise caution
against the indiscriminate use of foreign words in their poetical
compdsitions so that the tendency towards it may not grow
stronger than it is to-day.

As for ourselves it was indeed a rare privilege that
the journey to Persia brought us into direct contact with so many
of the living poets and writers of modern Persia, an account of
whose lives and poetry is being presented in this and the subse-
quent volumes not so much as a work of criticism but as a memento
and as a very humble tribute to the God-gifted race of Iran, the
message of the deathless poets and thinkers of which country has
been a great solace in my life.

Calcutta, July 1, 1933. MOHAMMAD ISHAQUE.
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very fundamentals of poetry itself, the intermingling of and
contest between the old and the new styles and ideas is
not peculiar to the poetry of a particular period ; it is the character-
istic of all periods of poetic compositions with new pulsations of
life. To our view this is essential to the literature of a progressive
people, especially for the maintenance of the diversity of forms.
This all-important consideration makes it necessary to detect into
how many kinds the modern poetry of Persia can be divided.

As for the kinds of poetry, so far as themes are concerned,
we may, generally speaking observe that the compositions in the
old style go to make—

1. Ghazals i.e. lyrics, characterized by romantic elements.

2. Qasidas i.e. odes characterized by unwarranted flattery
and sentiments of devotion.

3. Marthiya i.e. elegies characterized by deep and sad
reflections on the separation brought about by death.

4. Razmia i.e. epic poem narrating the great achieve-
ments of some hero in an elevated style.

5. Siafiana i.e. mystic poetry dealing with obscure secrets
and communication between man and his Maker
through inward and spiritual perception.

AAmong compositions in the new style, we detect the patriotic
and satirical as the two outstanding forms. The satirical elements
are also present, may be more palpably, in the poetry of the old
style. And that which we choose to call patriotic comes no doubt
under the diadactic. The epical type is almost conspicuous by
ns absence. Religion is the most delicate theme which has been
scrupulously avoided for reasons best known to the poets and
people of Persia. The absence of it among the various themes
dealt with may as well be interpreted as an indication of the grow-
ing irreligion in the country as of the preoccupation of modern
Persia for political and socio-economic problems.

Whatever the intrinsic worth of the new style of compositions
and the modern poetry of Persia, characterized here and there by
a reckless impatience for slavish adherence to all traditions of the
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4. Those making their mark also as composers of
songs. Under this head one must mention with
pride the name of ‘Arif and Maliku’sh-Shu‘ara.

By the term ‘Writers in the old style’ we mean those among
the modern poets of Persia who have followed or tried to follow
the classical style of such earlicr poets as Firdawsi, Mintchihri,
Sa‘di and Hafiz, especially the style of the two last mentioned
poets. And by old themes we mean such subjects or topics as
women's beauty, glory and praise of exalted personages, elegies,
warfare and heroism.

By ‘Writers in the new style’ we arc to understand those
among the modern poets of Persia who have departed or tried
to depart from the classical style and have invented or tried to
invent new metres and followed new rules of rhyming apparently
under the influence of European poetry, particularly French. And
by new themes we are to understand such subjects or topics as
patriotism, political constitution, political condition of Persia,
regeneration of Persia, the curses of seclusion of woman (Pardah),
reforms in marriages and other social customs and modern cults of
democracy, socialism, communism and the like.

The proposed classification is just meant as a sort of guiace
to beginners among the readers of modern poets and poet¥y of
Persia, and is far from suggesting any reflection on the relative
merit or demerit of any poet. We say this as a caution against
all hasty remarks or criticisms based more or less upon personal
likes and dislikes. Under each class there are some poets of out-
standing merit, though it is difficult to predict how many of tuem
will survive to fame. We must leave that to time, for time alone is
after all the best judge and discriminator. Thus we are not with
those who easily incline to deny all originality because some of the
poets keep to the old style and handle old themes and incline as well
to think lightly of the composition because of the adoptiont of a
new style and treatment of new themes under thc Ynfluence of
modern civilization. Leaving aside these side-issues, in judging
the quality of poetry, one must proceed to consider it from the
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nath Tagore, India’s great poet; Dehkhuda is the Principalf
the Tehran Law College; Hisam Zadeh and Ra'di are helk
two Intermediate Colleges; Habib-i-Yaghmai who is a granwg
of the well :nown Qajarid poet, Yaghma of Jandaq; ‘Abg
‘Azim Khan of Gurgan, Nasru'llah Falsafi and Badi‘u'z-Zas
of Khurasan serve as professors; Dr. Afshar is the ed
of Ayendech, a well-known Magazine; Rashid-i-Yasimi is

officer attached to the Royal Court; Adib-i-Nishaptri is noted
a teacher; Shabab-i-Kirmanshahi is the editor of the a&
Fasahat ; Sharideh was a trustee of the Waqf property attachey
‘he sepulchre of Sa‘di and ‘Arnf passes as a spirited sing
Farrukh-i-Khurasani is a wealthy merchant; Muhammad Kisi
passes his time in horticulture; Sayyid Ashrafu’d-Din, Gham
and Kamali are the editors of Nasim-i-Shimal, Ulfat and Payk
respectively ; Farhang is a Collector; Rauhani, the humoun
poet, serves in the Tehran Municipality and Furat is a Crimm

Investigator.

These poets and poet singers may be broadly classified uny
four heads : —

1. Those writing in the old style and dealing withm
themes. Under this class one may name Aum
Pishavari, Adib-i- Nishapari, Badi‘u'z-Zaman, Sa
i-Shirazi, Shabab, Shirideh, Ghamam, Fura«
Nadiri and Ra'di.

2. Those writing in the old style but dealing with
themes. Under this class one may mention s
names as Iraj, Parvin, Par-i-Dawad, Habib-i-Yaghn
Afshar, Dehkhuda, Rashid-i-Yasimi, Rauha
Ashraf, ‘Arif, Farrukhi-i-Yazdi, Kismai, Maliku’
Shu'ara, Falsafi, Kamali, Farrukhi of Khuras
‘Ata, Yasai and Furat.

3. Those writing in the new style and dealing with
themes. Under this class one may put do
names as Hisim Zadeh, ‘Ishqi and Farha
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14. Salar-i-Shirazi.
15. Sayyid Ashrafu'd-Din of Gilan.
16. Shabab-i-Kirmanshahi.
17. Sharideh-i-Shirazi.
18. ‘Arif-1-Qazvini.
19. ‘Abdu’l-‘Azim Khan of Gurgan.

20. ‘lshqi.

21. ‘Ata.

22. Ghamam of Hamadan,
23. Furat.

24. Farrukh of Khurasan.
25. Farrukhi-i-Yazdi,

26. Furighi.

27. Farhang.

28. Kamali of Isfahan.

29. Muhamad Kismai.

30. Maliku’sh-Shu‘ara Bahar.

31. Nadiri.
32. Nasru'llah Falsafi,
33. Yasai.

Among this galaxy of the poets and poet-singers of modern
rsia figures Maliku'sh-Shu‘ara, who may be reckoned even in
official sense the Poet Laureate of Modern Persia. The list
graced also by the name of Parvin-i-I'tisamni, a poetess of fame.

We may note with pride that the poet, Adib-i-Pishavari who
mes in first alphabetically is an Indian by origin. Among the
st, Iraj Mirza ranks as a prince; ‘Ata as Governor of Tabriz;
Mar was once Military Official of Qawamu’l-Mulk; Yasai is the
yce-President of the Mejlis—the Persian Parliament; Furiighi
ands as brother to Dhakau'l-Mulk, the Minister of Foreign
mairs; Nadiri can trace his descent from Nadir Shah, the great

jueror of India; Farrukhi of Yazd is a professed Bolshevist;

i is an avowed republican shot dead by a mysterious hand;

“wid is a trained scholar deputed by the Persian Govern-
Viswa-Bharati, the institution founded by Rabindra-
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