STATUS OF WOMEN IN SOCIETY : A SMALL SKETCH

                     ‘Women empowerment’ or ‘women liberty’ is now a much discussed and debated topic not only in India, but, all over the world. This year, ‘2010’, is being celebrated as the ‘International Women Empowerment Year’. Seminars, conferences are being arranged in various places – Colleges, Universities, by different NGO’s, and even clubs on this isuue.            

“Empowerment” of women may be viewed from several angles as defined below:    

· Decision-making power;

· Clear conception about their right;

· Learning to think critically about – who we are, what we can do etc.

· Learning communication skill.

Swami Vivekananda had said that “That country and that nation which doesn’t respect women, will never become great now and nor will ever in future”. Jawaharlal Nehru had also said that “You can tell the condition of the nation by looking at the status of women”. These words should be our guiding light in any discussion regarding empowerment of women – be it within the family or in the society as a whole.

                       We are living in gender-biased society or in other words, a male-dominated society. In every field, be it in the family or other domains of society, males are decision-makers. They act as determiners. Women are often bound to obey their decisions or instructions, and rarely have the privilege or liberty of giving priority to their own thoughts, if those are in contrary to what their male counterparts think. In fact, many women, including the so-called “liberated women”, do not even have that confidence or belief in themselves, which may lead them to think differently.  So, liberty of women cannot be achieved only by arrangement of seminars or conferences. The real picture is far different from the ideal concept, and the problem is far more deep-rooted than it is usually thought to be. The change has to come from within the women themselves.

                      According to the Indian Constitution, women have equal rights with men. In this society, this idea is not whole-heartedly accepted in most of the cases. Conceptually, from the early days, women are thought to be mainly responsible for bearing children, cooking food and nourishment of other family members. It can be noticed from the birth-stage of a child. In a family, a girl does not receive as much care and commitment from their parents and society, as a boy does. This distinction is more prominent in village-societies, and in cities as well, where the level of education is low. In these sections of the society, parents are not very much eager to educate the girl child. The lack of education of the girl child cripples her ability to communicate with the outer world, gather information, or think independently, and her inability helps to perpetuate the evil. There are many causes behind this kind of thinking by the parents. One of the main cause is - parents get nothing in return, rather they have to give dowry at the time of marriage of a girl. 

This picture if quite different in cities, particularly among the educated 

middle class and the rich. However, problems exist there too, although in some other form.    

                      Discrepancies are noticed within the so-called “educated” families also, where women are educated and ‘earners’, both within a nuclear family or a joint family. In these families, the working conditions are not at all comfortable for women. They are over-loaded with statutory family works and daily household chores in comparison to a male member of the family. In many of the cases, she does get any helping hand from the male members of the family to do the routine family work. She begins her day at the early morning, cooks for the entire family, sends children to schools, colleges or universities, packs lunch or refreshment for her husband and other members of her family, then goes to bus stand / station to catch the overcrowded bus or train and reaches her working place, often late, through the shouting of her boss. At the working place she may have to face different types of sexual intimidations also. She returns home, tired and exhausted, but only gets a few hours of sleep at night after completion of the routine family work in the evening. After such a hardy work, when she earns money, in most of the cases, she has no freedom of taking decisions regarding spending it in her own way. Financial liberty is still a distant dream for every woman, whether she earns or not.    

                  Empowerment of women can only be achieved, if their economic and financial status is enhanced. True empowerment is possible when women take part actively in the decision making process in the family as well as in the society as a whole. Identity re-formation is the most important criterion for the personal development of a girl child. This education or upgradation should start from within the family. The discrimination between a girl child and a boy child by the parents themselves should be abolished, and the process of upbringing should be the same irrespective of gender. In this respect, the attitude of the society towards women is most important. Women should not be considered as burden and ‘liabilities’ of the family or  ‘properties’ of the society - the attitudes which give birth to the evil of violence against women. 

Positive societal attitude is very necessary for actual empowerment of 

women. Society has to accept gender equality as a fundamental principle of human existence.           
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