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Debates on Compulsory Voting and its
Applicability in India

*Lhamu Tshering Bhutia
Abstract

The present paper tries to focus on the various issues relating to
compulsory voting. While doing so various examples followed
indifferent countries vis avis the acceptability of the compulsory
voting considering the ground reality in India has been
discussed.

Key words: Compulsory, voluntary, Voting, Election, Parties,
Political participation, Political turnout, Constitution,
Panchayat, Judiciary, NOTA (None of the above).

Introduction:

Gujarat is the first state in India to receive Governors assent
in the Local Authorities Laws Amendment Act, 2009. This law will
‘make voting compulsory to local bodies. Compulsory voting is a
law in around 24 countries in the world. This constitutes around
17% of the world's population. For example, in Australia it is
mandatory to vote at the national level. Those that violate the law
endure penalty. They have to state the reason for not voting and
have to pay fine. Several other countries in South America like
Bolivia, Brazil, Argentina, Peru, Ecuador, Guatemala, Panama,
Uruguay, Costa Rica and Venezuela have compulsory voting. Even
Fiji, Thailand, Turkey, Singapore has compulsory voting.(1) Whereas,
United Kingdom, USA, Germany, Ialy, France etc., have voluntary

. This Act in Gujarat compels the people to vote at
Municipalities, Municipal Corporations and at the panchayat levels.
This bill has amended the Bombay Provincial Municipal Corporation
Act 1949, The Gujarat Municipalities Act, 1963 and The Gujarat
Panchayat’s Act, 1993. This bill also empowers the election officer
1o issue a notice to a person who has failed to cast his vote in the
election. After the issue of notice the voter has to provide adequate
reasons as to why he could not cast his vote within a month. If he
is able to give sufficient reasons for failure to do so then he can
vote in the next elections but if he fails to give his reasons within
the stipulated time- frame then he will be declared as a defaulter
voter. This defaulter voter has the option to appeal to designated
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GEOPOLITICS OF BHUTAN AND ITS
IMPORTANCE TO INDIA’S SECURITY

LHAMU TSHERING BHUTIA

mg neighborly relations based' on trade, energy, investment,
orical, religious and cultural exchange. Bhutan’s central

ation is enhanced by the fact that it serves as a buffer between
0 Asian giants- India and China. These two have asymmet-
geography, economy, military, demography, natural resources
civilization vis-a-vis Bhutan. They have been competitors in
ion and thus have created a difficult atmosphere for a small
dlocked country like Bhutan. With China trying to be a
inant player both economically and militarily in the South
n region, India needs to reassess her relationship with
. This is important as small states placed in a difficult geo-
location have the tendency to enter into alliances, pacts
ments to ensure self-preservation. Hence, Indias im-
evaluation of Bhutan's strategic significance might encour-
Bhutan to seek balance through new alliances and this can
dize India’s security interest in the region.

: India, China, small states, foreign policy, Indo-Bhutan
Sino-Bhutan relations, balance of power, buffer state.




