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Seminars and Round Table
[1] Women and Literature, 8 October, 2012
The Women’s Studies Centre (WSC) organized a seminar on Women and Literature on 8 October 2012. The WSC’s prime objective was to bring into focus the portrayal of women in English as well as vernacular (Bengali) literature. The Speakers were Prof. Malini Bhattacharya, Former Faculty, Department of English, Jadavpur University, Prof. Sutapa Bhattacharya, Former Faculty, Department of Bengali, Vishwabharati University and Prof. Gopa Dutta (Head of the Department of Bengali, Lady Brabourne College and Former Vice-Chancellor, Gourbanga Vishwa Bidyalaya.
Prof.Siuli Sarkar, the Principal, Lady Brabourne College, in her inaugural speech underscored the importance and necessity of literature on women by men and also by women themselves. She began her deliberation by pointing out the portrayal of educated Hindu women in the literature of 
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Prof. Siuli Sarkar, Principal Lady Brabourne College, delivering her inaugural address at the Seminar on Women and Literature.
Ishwarchandra Gupta. It was a sarcastic representation of Bethune’s endeavour to educate women of Bengal. Prof.Sarkar also highlighted Rabindranath’s portrayal of women and their subjection to oppression even though some of heroines of Tagore’s novels were educated like Nirupama of Denapaona, Mrinal of Strir Patro and Charulata and Nashta Nir. She also talked about Ashapurna Devi’s trilogy- Pratham Pratisruti, Subaranalata and Bakulkatha—where the main women characters protested against male domination. Prof. Sarkar also talked about the present condition of women and made it clear that even though they may be educated, there is not so much of difference in their condition with their predecessors. She brought in the example of Aditi, the central character of Suchitra Bahttacharya’s novel Hemonter Pakhi. Aditi being an educated urban woman was subjected to domination by husband and in-laws and also suffered from utter neglect of her talent by them. Prof Sarkar concluded by showing her concern for the condition of women which still is a ramification of stereo-typed role of caring, bearing and rearing.
Prof. Malini Bhattacharya began her deliberations by giving a list of women writing in English. She underscored the importance and necessity of having a language in which women speak. Men writing on women and women writing on women show differences in their approaches, language and world view. She also talked about the possibility of important role of women in oral tradition which have gone unrecognized. In fairy tales too differences can be perceived in writings of men 
[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]



Prof. Malini Bhattacharya making her presentation at the Seminar on Women and Literature.

and women like thakumar jhuli or thakurdadar jhuli. She cited examples of women who struggled and were successful in making a place for themselves in the world of reverence like Mary Wollstonecraft, Virginian Woolf, Aphra Behn, Jane Austen and others. She concluded by stating that when women write there is a hidden meaning in them. She said that when women write they must being out their anger against the male image of women that of being good, nice, docile and sustainer of family and family values. She ended with  a note that whether it is a man’s or woman’s mind if it is a great mind it is androgynous.
Prof. Sutopa Bhattacharya began her deliberations by making a point that feminism should make one aware of one’s self. She brought the discussion of stereo-typed images of women- daughter, wife, and mother – the caring, bearing and rearing picturtization of women. Prof. Bhattacharya pointed out that a simple opposition to this image was/is seen to be expression of abnormal behaviour. She cited the examples of women who were exceptions in their times and they showed 
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Prof.  Sutapa Bhattacharya delivering her presentation at the Seminar on Women and Literature.
their courage to face male domination like, Rashosudnari Devi, Begum Rokeya, Sita Debi, Swarna Kumari Debi, Ashalata Devi, Anindita Debi, Amodini Ghosh, Sabitri Devi, Sulekha Sanyal and not to forget Ashapurna Devi. She concluded by saying that it is up to women to become self aware and not to compromise with the wrongs done against her.
[2] Politicization of Women’s Rights Movements in India Since Independence

The WSC organized a seminar on Politicization of Women’s Rights Movements in India Since Independence in collaboration with Agaminirman 2003, an NGO on 8 March, 2013 which coincided with the worldwide celebration of International Women’s Day as well as the third birth anniversary of Women’s Studies Centre.
This programme was an effort to explore the journey of women’s rights movements in India as well as highlighting the politicization aspect of it. The speakers were Prof.Rushoti Sen, Basanti Devi College, Prof. Saswati Ghosh, City College and Dr.Sanghamitra Mukherjee, The Vice-President of Agaminirman 2003 as well as Former Principal of our College.
Dr Parna Ghose, the compéré of the programme welcoming the Guests and audience brought out the significance of 8 March. 8 March is not only International Women’s Day but also the birth anniversary of WSC, Lady Brabourne College. She also gave a brief history of the College which 
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Dr Parna Ghose welcoming the Guests
is providing education since 1939 to women. She also highlighted the activities of WSC, in the last three years in the form of research projects, seminars, outreach programmes, workshops, roundtable discussion and also poster competitions among other activities.
Mr.Siddhartha Ray of Agaminirman 2003 welcoming the Guests and audience gave a brief idea about the work of this NGO for the upliftment of children and youth for a better tomorrow. He talked about the theme of the programme by highlighting the position of women in a patriarchy society and gender-based violence.
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Members of Agaminirman 2003 performing the opening song
Prof. Siuli Sarkar began her inaugural address by highlighting various activities of the WSC in its three years of existence. Then she focussed on the position of women in India and the discrimination they face in the family as well as in their public existence. Most often women are deprived of a fair share in the decision-making whether in the family or in the political field. However, women’s role cannot be ignored in several political movements like the Tebhaga movement, ecological movements like the Narmada Bachao Andolan and Chipko movement, movement against Bhopal Gas Tragedy, movement for women’s rights and various other movements. She also talked about the Bill which is supposed to give 33.3% reservation in the 
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Prof. Siuli Sarkar, Principal Lady Brabourne College, delivering her inaugural address at the Seminar on Politicization of Women’s Rights Movements in India Since Independence 

Indian Parliament and which is still pending in the Lok Sabha and subjected to incessant political wrangling. She ended by highlighting the participation of women in movements against agricultural policy of previous left front government in Bengal and also Singur and Nandigram Movements.

Prof.Sanghamitra Mukherjee, Former Principal, Lady Brabourne College and at present the Vice-President of Agaminirman 2003, an NGO, in her speech shared some words which according to her may become a part of new vocabulary on women like ‘lay women’, Then she talked about the growing violence against women which disturbed her very much. She also talked about Chanu, the Iron Lady of Manipur who is protesting against the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1958 (AFPSA) and how she was manhandled and slapped by the authorities on her way to the Court. 
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Prof. Sanghamitra Mukherjee, Former Principal Lady Brabourne College, delivering her speech at the Seminar on Politicization of Women’s Rights Movements in India Since Independence 

She highlighted the recent Delhi gang rape case and how some politicians were either very sarcastic or ambivalent or critical but lacked political will to come up with policy reforms. She concluded by visualizing a society where mind set of people might bring in change in society. She wished luck for equality in future.

Prof. Saswati Ghosh made power point presentation on the significance of Women’s Day celebration. Her slides were a journey of women’s movements from 1910-2010. She ended her speech by hoping that women’s movements should be kept out of political conspiracy and this is a must.
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Prof. Saswati Ghosh  delivering her lecture at the Seminar on Politicization of Women’s Rights Movements in India Since Independence

Prof. Rushoti Sen in her speech put forth the case of Minashki Sen who was imprisoned in the Presidency jail in 1973-1977 and wrote two books on innocent people whose release from the jail was difficult. The books were Pagal Bari and Digri Ghor which were launched in 1993. She ended on a positive note by talking about Shibani. Shibani was a Brahmin woman, who when refused by her husband belonging to a different caste, after she became pregnant went to the court. However, when asked by the court to go for a DNA test of the foetus, she refused and in a strong voice said that the child has a mother only.
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Prof. Rushoti Sen  delivering her lecture at the Seminar on Politicization of Women’s Rights Movements in India Since Independence

The Programme also saw a heart wrenching presentation of one-act play Oghoboti, an exploited character of Mahabharat, by Smt. Sunita Dutta.

3] Round Table on Combating Violence
The WSC organized a Students’ Round Table on Combating Violence on 25 February 2013. The alarming rise of violence against made the members of WSC to think of a self defence training programme for students. This programme was conceived of imparting training to students to combat sudden attacks on streets or cases of molestations on streets or in public conveyance. The Coordinators of the Round Table were:  Dr. Ranjita Biswas, Project Coordinator of School of 
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Students Round Table on Combating Violence
Women’s Studies, Jadavpur University and Ms. Ayesha Sinha of Personal Safety of Young Children and Young Adolescent Women, an NGO. Among the students who participated were Puja, Mehrush, Varsha, Ankita, Shreya, Upasana, Rahinee, Sucharita, Debopriya, Piyali and Zeenath.

Dr. Ranjita Biswas set the ball rolling by her inspiring speech in which she time and again reiterated the necessity of informal discussion, no forced participation and open and fair discussion. Citing the Delhi gang rape case, Dr. Biswas made it clear that sexual violence does not come in the form of rape only. Sexual violence can come in the form of male gaze, unwanted touch by a stranger or even by a member of family or in other forms. In most cases women are scared to protest. This happens when in some cases influential persons are involved, or some close ones or the thought of that people would not believe them or even they might point fingers at the character of the victimized women. These force women to lose their confidence and withdraw socially. Dr. Biswas said an important means to combat violence is to say ‘NO”. She 
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Dr. Ranjita Biswas at the Students’ Round Table on Combating Violence
recommended certain measures to raise self confidence. Some important among them were:

[1] One needs to recognize the violence

[2] Acknowledge it

[3] Believe that one is not guilty but one is right

[4] Seek, if necessary somebody’s help.

Ms.Ayesha Sinha, put forth some principles or remedies to protest and save oneself. Some are:

[1] Asking for help

[2] Changing the Script

[3] Escalation – (insulting)
[4] Understanding and creating boundaries and brining the situation under control
[5] Making a statement by not using abusive language.
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Dr. Ranjita Biswas and Ms.Ayesha Sinha interacting with Students at the Students’ Round Table on Combating Violence
After both the Coordinators made their presentations, the students’ roundtable discussion began. Without inhibitions, students shared their personal experiences which they face or might have faced in their family or on streets or public conveyance.
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Students at the Students’ Round Table on Combating Violence
The two coordinators, in order to arouse more reactions from the students enacted certain common sexual violence/abuse faced by students/ women in general in their day to day life either on streets or in public conveyance. After a successful and interesting interactive session, Dr.Biswas concluded by making a few observations. She said that it is very important to learn from others about tackling situations of sexual violence. She made a final statement that it is the responsibility of women to start a journey for our protection and build a new world for others to follow.
Publications
[1] Newsletter, 2012-2013
The WSC has brought out the third Newsletter for the year 2012-2013. This newsletter contains an account of the year-long activities of the Centre like seminars, roundtable and publications as well as articles, write-ups and book reviews by members of WSC as well as guest writers. The Centre is also bringing out a publication of the completed projects under the WSC.  The added point is that the Newsletter like the previous year contains contributions/articles from the members of WSC and also guest contributors.

Participation by Members

Two members of Women’s Studies Centre were selected to participate in the Sensitization Programme on Combating Gender Based Violence for Teachers-in-Charge of Women Cell/Women Study Centres of Colleges and Universities of Eastern India. This was organized by National Institute of Public Cooperation and Child Development (NIPCCD), Regional Centre, Guwahati. The programme was organized from September 26-28, 2012. Dr. Krishna Dasgupta and Dr. Peu Ghosh wholeheartedly participated in the programme and were able to crate contacts with participants of Women’s Studies Centre of Eastern Region.
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Sensitization Programme on Combating Gender Based Violence for Teachers-in-Charge of Women Cell/Women Study Centres of Colleges and Universities of Eastern India, NIPCCD, Guwahati
PROJECT FUNDED BY WOMEN’S STUDIES CENTRE
The Women’s Studies Centre made a novel effort in the year 2012-2013 by funding a Project titled The Role of Lady Brabourne College in Educating the Minority Women and Empowerment and Emancipation of the Women in Bengal to celebrate the platinum jubilee (75 years) of Women’s Empowerment. It is a Project of the Internal Quality Assessment Cell of Lady Brabourne College and it is being carried out in collaboration with Women’s Studies Centre, LBC. The Chairperson is Prof. Siuli Sarkar, Principal, LBC. The WSC has provided Rs80,000/- under salary head and Rs.15,000/- under communications and stationery to this IQAC Project. The Coordinator and the members of WSC are actively involved in the Project. On completion of this project, it would not be inappropriate to state that this would be a real tribute to the 75 glorious years of history of Lady Brabourne College and its contribution towards women’s empowerment. 
Future Vision
The Women’s Studies Centre has successfully completed three years of its existence. The WSC, Lady Brabourne College has taken full initiative to sensitize and disseminate knowledge about gender based issues. With this objective the Centre has organized several seminars and workshops in its three years of existence. In the year 2012-2103, the WSC has also organized a Round Table discussion involving students on ‘Combating Violence’. The Centre has not limited its sphere of activities to the circle of academicians and students only but has carried out its social responsibility by reaching out to the underprivileged slum women in 2011-2012 through outreach porgrammes. In future the Centre envisions to:

· carry on its activities with the same enthusiasm regarding dissemination and sensitization on gender based issues;

· continue with documentation and publication of various research papers;

· publish a compilation of contributed articles in the form of a book with ISBN no. on gender related issues;

· organize Seminars, Workshops and Outreach Programmes;

· embark on a large scale Project on Women, Health and Nutrition in the year 2013-2014.

Our motto is to successfully carry out the programmes and help in whatever way sensitize people to secure gender justice.
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